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G0OD GOTH! The Joule’s 4,500-square-foot
penthouse was envisioned as a temporary
residence, not merely a hotel room. No amenities
are spared, including expansive views, a chef’s
kitchen and art selected by dealer John Runyon.

Penthouse Envy

You are where you stay. Strut your style at five outrageous penthouses

| By Rebecca Sherman |

Swooning skyline views. Outrageous décor. Hotel penthouses and luxury
suites top our list for living the high life, even when the stock market’s
down. Here are five of Dallas’ most lavishly decked out rooms, all ideal for
entertaining, or as a luxe hideaway in town.

TOPPING OUT ON MAIN STREET

Transylvania-born architect Adam Tihany designed the newly opened
The Joule, Dallas’ 4,500-square-foot penthouse with an imaginary, but
specific, guest in mind. “It was designed to satisfy a very wealthy person
who would live in it, not like a hotel room, but a residence. They’re an art
collector, a smart investor, someone who gives us an unlimited checkbook
to decorate the way we want, without the spouse who complains about
the color of the fabrics.” We all have our fantasies.

In the real world, even architects don’t get blank checks—after all, the
rooftop pool that daringly cantilevers from the building’s 1920s neo-Gothic
facade over Main Street was the result of simply running out of resources to
squeeze in a bar, pool and a lounge, “an accident that gave the whole thing a
kick,” Tihany admits—but we benefit from his elegant imagination. “Inside,
there are all the toys that signify a good life,” he says: pool table, telescope,
chef’s kitchen, two private terraces and modern art selected personally by
Dallas dealer John Runyon, as well as photography by Tihany’s son Bram,
an NYC filmmaker. The concept for the hotel was not unlike a script-writing
session for a film, Tihany says. The design group settled onto a metaphor for
energy, which ultimately became Jules Verne’s Journey to the Center of the
Earth. The design evokes traveling into a mysterious world of deep blue-gray
and burgundy tones, awash in luxurious mohair, silk and kid calf leather.
$5,000 per night. 1530 Main St.; 214.748.1300 or starwoodhotels.com.

VOTE HERE!

Unveiled in May, the renovated Presidential Suite at the Philip Johnson-
designed Rosewood Crescent Hotel boasts an airy, contemporary look.
Heavy draperies are banished in favor of sheers that show off sweeping,
arched windows and allow for more sunlight and better views. Fuddy-
duddy, boxy furniture has been kicked to the curb, replaced by sleek,
glamorous pieces with a Directoire flair. A sexy table leg goes a long way
in the nine-room, 3,000-square-foot suite.

Rosewood has borrowed from its substantial collection of antiques
and art to outfit the rooms, mixing Asian antiques, such as a black
lacquered armoire, with contemporary paintings, including two by
Ellsworth Kelly. Great art is nice, but what guests really want is to relax
in a room with all the technological gadgets they’re used to at home, says
the hotel’s managing director Linda Wan, who notes the addition of 32-
inch flat screen TVs, DVD players and a Bose 321 stereo system. The suite
boasts a formal living area with a cathedral ceiling,
den, study, full kitchen, two-and-a-half baths and
a spiral staircase that leads to two bedrooms.
$5,000 a night. 400 Crescent Ct., 214.871.3200
CONTINUED...

JUST THE TICKET:

The Presidential Suite at the
Rosewood Crescent Hotel
was revamped and open for

or crescentcourt.com. guests this past spring.
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...CONTINUED

“Every major hotel in the world except ours has
gone beige,” exclaims an exasperated Brinsley
Matthews of Dorothy Draper & Co., Inc.,
which recently unveiled its color-punched
renovation of the Deco-era penthouse atop The
Stoneleigh Hotel & Spa. “Hotel designers are
afraid to offend with color. But color makes you
feel special and stimulated,” he says. The 12th-
floor penthouse was originally designed in 1938
by Draper herself, who was known for using bold
colors and mixing patterns. Orchestrated by
Draper’s flamboyant protégé Carleton Varney,
the renovation channels Draper’s vibrant design
spirit, but with a sleeker, 21st century spin. The
entry wall greets visitors with broad black and
white stripes, homage to Draper’s penchant for
awning-striped upholstery. And while Draper’s
original design featured more florals and
delicate French antiques, the new incarnation
is big on comfort with minimum flowers.

The two-story, 7,500-square-foot penthouse
feels more like a private residence circa F.
Scott Fitzgerald, than a 2008 rendition of a
hotel. Rooms and suites start at $1,500. Entire
penthouse, $11,500 nightly. 2927 Maple Ave.,
214.871.7111 or stoneleighhotel.com.
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