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A little R and R is just what the doctor ordered. And as luck

would have it, this past year delivered a bumper crop of superlative
spas from Macau to Mexico. Our reviewers left no hot stone
unturned in their effort to identify transcendent spots for head-to-
toe pampering—rejecting scores of also-rans in the process.
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Spa Boat at Taj
Lake Palace
»ldaipur, India
Taj's barge, floating
at anchor on Lake
Pichola, provides

a novel stage for a
spa treatment.
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sun setting over New Mexico’s des-
ert hills during the 15-minute drive
from Santa Fe’s city center. Tranquil
indeed, but that’s nothing com-
pared with the hippy-dippy vibe
you’ll have adopted after a few
hours at the spa at the Encantado
resort (see “Hot List”), a cluster of
freestanding buildings with a warm,
welcoming aura. It’s the perfect
place to balance your dosha in the
hour-long Abhyanga, a friction mas-
sage that calms, revs circulation,
and leaves you warm and rosy-
cheeked. Arrive early fo sweat in
the sauna and hot tub, nestled amid
trees and dry grasses, and, since
you should let the massage’s essen-
tial oils soak in to reap their detoxi-
fying benefits, spend aprés-treat-
ment time sipping Ayurvedic tea
and nibbling on nuts in the cozy
“warming room” (505-946-5890;
massages, $155). & © @

Caudalie Spa at the Plaza
Hotel »New York, New York

Manhattan’s ultimate name-drop
pamper den—see how “my last facial
at the Plaza” flies with your friends—
daesn’t disappoint, from the first
glass of vino sipped (via sommelier)
in the French Paradox wine lounge
to a pleasant hour or two spent in
one of the 14 wood-paneled, can-
dlelit treatment rooms. The spa uses
aromatic grape-based Vinothérapie
products devoid of parabens and
sulfates in its facials, which are cus-
tomized to skin type and have al-
ready drawn a cult following: Carla
Bruni and Betsey Johnson are fans.

herbal fragrances and the staff, who
are attentive but not bothersome.
Deeper into the cave is the relax-
ation room, equipped with plush
beds and headphones tuned to Zen-
like sound tracks. Treatments begin
with a tea ceremony and range from
an oil-controlling tea tree and thyme
fadial to an aromatherapy massage
that eliminates jet lag. For the ESPA
stamp, splurge on the Spirit of Penin-
sula body treatment, which goes
from a footbath to a salt massage to
a detoxifying mask in two hours.
Guests are encouraged to while
away a whole afternoon here: After
your treatment, hit the tea lounge
and “thermal suite,” with steam
rooms, ambient “experience” show-
ers, ice fountains, and saunas; or
take a dip in the glass-enclosed pool
upstairs (212-956-2888; massages,
$195. 006

Sense, a Rosewood Spa,
The Carlyle »New York, New York

The Upper East Side grande dame
hotel remained faithful to its Art
Deco roots with the decor of its pe-
tite new jewel-box Rosewood Spa.
The chandelier-spangled space has a
shades-of-gray palette, with paneled
walls, velvet sofas, black-and-white
Kenzo |zu portraits, and an extrava-
gant platinum-tiled mosaic tunnel
leading to five crepuscular treat-
ment rooms. Treatments are lavish
and intensive—and at $195 for a
60-minute massage, they should be;
even your ears are given a serious
sloughing during the Carlyle Signa-
ture Ritual, which uses an array of
Sisley products and an arsenal of
apparatuses, including a mini suc-
tion device to smooth wrinkles.
Amenities are limited to a steam

IF YOUR BOD’S BROKE, TRY A BARREL
BATH—THE GRAPE MARC
VARIETY HAS YOU MARINATING IN
A JACUZZI CUM CASK

We loved the antioxidant facial, in
which sprays, lotions, and masks are
used to purify and soothe smog-rav-
aged skin. But if your bod’s broke,
try a Barrel Bath—the Grape Marc
variety has you marinating in a Ja-
cuzzi cum cask filled with exfoliating
grape extracts. Our only complaint:
Staff are too numerous and over-
bearing, leaving four minutes max
between check-ins (212-265-2182;
massages, $85-$295). 60 ®

ESPA at the Peninsula
»New York, New York

The meditative yin to bustling Fifth
Avenue’s yang, the Peninsula’s new
ESPA is a polished acacia and bam-
boo cave. Step off the elevator onto
the twenty-first floor and immediate-
ly feel coddled—by signature ESPA
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room in the men’s and women’s
glossy white changing areas, and
there’s an Yves Durif hair salon for
that post-buffing blowout (212-660-
7560; massages, $195). 0 ®

Shibui Spa, Greenwich Hotel
»whlew York, Mew York

From the warm ginger tea given to
guests on arrival to the red kimo-
nos and lemongrass-scented eye
mask applied during treatment, ev-
ery detail at the Shibui Spa has been
considered. Located in the base-
ment of the Greenwich Hotel (3ee
“Hot List™), this Asian-style spa
takes its name from the Japanese
word for “a subtle and unobtrusi¥e
approach”—a concept it takes very
seriously. Treatments focus on bal-
ancing the body systems by combin-
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Icon Brickell at
Viceroy »Miami
The lounge overlooks
Key Biscayne.

ing organic handmade products
such as soy protein, lotus essences,
and granulated walnut. The Watat-
sumi Algae ritual detoxifies and
soothes with a sea kelp and algae
massage, folowed by a heat wrap
and a cleansing body scrub. After-
wards, as you lounge by a stunning
azure pool surrounded by lanterns,
beneath the roof of a 250-year-old
bamboo farmhouse, it’s possible to
forget that frenetic New York is just
outside the door (212-941-8900;
massages, $210-$310). © ®

Stoneleigh Spa »Dallas, Texas

This jewel-toned spa, tucked in the
basement of the Stoneleigh Hotel
(see “Hot List”), has a little bit of
everything: locally inspired treat-
ments like the Maple Avenue Body
Butter Wrap, vinotherapy using the
Mondavi wine family’s Davi Skin-
care line, and dosha-balancing ther-
apies inspired by Ayurvedic philoso-
phy. The most popular menu item,
however, is the Jet Setter Recovery
Rx, a combination of Swedish and
hot stone massage tailored to trav-
el-related aches. Relaxation
loungers are gender-specific—for
the women, plush seating and dim
lighting; for the men, flat-screen
TVs (214-871-7111; massages,
$70-$195).0 ® O

For the best of the
rest—30 more new spas
to unwind in—go to
cntraveler.com/hotlist. Y
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Condé Nast Traveler presents

THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL

2009

THE YEAR'S 140 TOP NEW HOTELS*

Conszder it a Sl ver lmlng Hot hotels continue to open in record numbers despite the recent

economic overcast, and many are more affordable than ever. Of the thousands that made their

1ncluding 443
UNDER

$250 A NIGHT |

debut in the last year, we checked into the most promising—incognito—measuring up the service, trying
out the beds, and sampling the food. The 14.0 properties that passed our scrutiny make up the
largest Hot List yet, proving that the standards for excellence haven’t slipped; in fact, they've only risen.
Spanning 53 countries (inc[uding new-to-the-list destinations Israel, Mongolia, Peru, Slovenia,
and Zimbabwe), they range in size from a three-pavilion hideaway an hour north of Sydney
to a 2,034-room high-rise on the Vegas Strip, and in room rates from $89 at an invitingly accoutred
Palm Springs hot spot with a pool straight out of a David Hockney print to $2,050 for a

sprawling safari tent in northern Botswana. Such bright choices make the forecast easier to weather.
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HOT

HOTELS

ARGENTINA

CasaSur Art Hotel, Buenos Aires

Jardin Escondido, Buenos Aires

Valle Perdido Estate Winery, Neuquén
Posada Puerto Bemberg, Puerto Libertad
Loi Suites Chapelco Hotel, San Martin
de los Andes

AUSTRALIA

Pretty Beach House, Bouddi Peninsula
Southern Ocean Lodge, Kangaroo lsland
InterContinental Melbourne The Rialto,
Melbourne

BELGIUM

Kempinski Hotel Dukes’ Palace, Bruges
BOTSWANA

Xaranna Tented Camp, Okavango Delta
Zarafa Camp, Selinda Reserve
BRAZIL

Hotel Santa Teresa, Rio de Janeiro
CAMBODIA

The Sothea, Siem Reap

CANADA

Shangri-La Hotel, Vancouver
CARIBBEAN

Peninsula House, Dominican Republic
Mount Cinnamon, Grenada

Cap Maison, St. Lucia

CHILE

Kunza Hotel & Spa, Sar Pedro de Atacama
CHINA

Aman at Summer Palace, Beijing

Hetel G, Beijing

Opposite House, Beijing

Park Hyatt, Beijing

Banyan Tree Sanya Resort & Spa,
Hainan Island

Mandarin Oriental Sanya, Hainan lsland
Ritz-Carlton, Sanya, Hainan lsland

W Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Four Seasons Hotel, Macau

Crosswaters Ecolodge & Spa,
Nankunshan

Park Hyatt, Shanghai

COSTA RICA

JW Marriott Guanacaste Resort & Spa,
Santa Cruz

CZECH REPUBLIC
Buddha-Bar Hotel, Prague
Kempinski Hybernska, Prague
DENMARK

Nimb Hotel, Copenhagen
EGYPT

Al Tarfa Desert Sanctuary Lodge & Spa,
Dakhla Oasis

ENGLAND

St. Moritz Hotel, Cornwall
Grosvenor House, London

St. James’s Hotel and Club, London
FRANCE

Hotel 28 a Aix, Aix-en-Provence
Regent Grand Hotel, Bordeaux

Le Couvent des Minimes, Mane
Mama Shelter, Paris

GERMANY

The George, Hamburg

GREECE

Anemi Hotel, Folegandros
Santorini Grace, Santorin

INDIA

Neeleshwar Hermitage Hotel,
Northern Kerala

Pashan Garh, Panna National Park
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Island traffic: At
Kandooma in the
Maldives, a boat
takes guests out to
watch dalphins.

Fateh Garh, Udaipur

Nadesar Palace, Varanasi
INDONESIA

Komaneka at Bisma, Bali

St. Regis Resort, Ball

Hotel Tugu, Lombok

IRELAND

Cliff House Hotel, County Waterford
ISRAEL

Hotel Monteflore, Tel Aviv
ITALY

Villa Marina Hotel & Spa, Capri
Four Seasons Hotel, Florence
Hotel Palazzo Gattini, Matera
Romeo Hotel, Naples

Donna Camilla Savelli Hotel, Rome
Borgo Santo Pietro, Tuscany
Castiglion del Bosco—ll Borgo, Tuscany
MALAYSIA

Gayana Eco Resort, Kota Kinabalu
Temple Tree at Bon Ton Resort,
Langkawi

MALDIVES

Kandooma, South Malé Atoll
MAURITIUS

Four Seasons Resort Mauritius at
Anahita, Beau Champ

MEXICO

Capella Ixtapa, Ixtapa

St. Regis Resort, Punta Mita
MONGOLIA

Terelj Hotel, Gorkhi-Terel) National Park
MOROCCO

AnaYela, Marrakech

Dar JL, Marrakech

For the full review of Kandooma
and all other properties

designated (¥ in these pages,

go to cntraveler.caom/hatlist.

THE NETHERLANDS
CitizenM Schiphol, Amsterdam
OMAN

Al Bustan Palace, Muscat
PERU

Las Casitas del Colca, Colca Valley
La Casona Inkaterra, Cusco
PHILIPPINES

Abac4, Mactan Island
PORTUGAL ]
M’AR de Ar Aqueduto, Evara
QATAR

W Doha Hotel, Doha
SCOTLAND

Hotel du Vin, Edinburgh
SEYCHELLES

Four Seasons Resort, Mahé
SINGAPORE

Crowne Plaza Changi Airport,
Singapore

SLOVENIA

Kempinski Palace, Portoroz
SOUTH AFRICA

Cape Grace, Cape Town

Dock House, Cape Town
Tintswalo Atlantic, Hout Bay
AtholPlace, Johannesburg
SPAIN

ABaC Restaurant & Hotel, Barcelona
Murmuri, Barcelona

Finca Cortesin, Caseres

Aguas de Ibiza Spa & Resort, Ibiza

SRI LANKA
Tintagel, Colombo

KEY TO SYMBOLS
@-= Bar/Lounge @ =Beach 6 =Free Wi-Fi @)= Gym & = Pool
o= Spa @ =Hot Spa 20Q9 0 = 24-Hour Room Service

=Hot

ﬂ =Hotter

For the full reviews of hotels designated

m = Hottest

" go to cntraveler.com /hotlist

SWEDEN

Lydmar Hotel, Stockholm

Fjéllnds, Swedish Highlands
SWITZERLAND

LeCrans Hétel & Spa, Crans-Montana
Dolder Grand, Zurich
THAILAND

Le Méridien, Bangkok

Veranda Chiang Mai, The High Resort,
Chiang Mai

Le Méridien Chiang Rai Resort,
Chiang Rai

Anantara Resort & Spa, Phuket
TURKEY

Four Seasons Istanbul at the Bosphorus,
Istanbul

Park Hyatt Istanbul-Magka Palas,
Istanbul

Witt Istanbul Suites, Istanbul
UGANDA

Clouds Mountain Gorilla Lodge,
Bwindi Impenetrable National Park
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

The Address, Downtown Burj Dubai,
Dubai

Atlantis, The Palm, Dubai
Desert Palm, Dubai
UNITED STATES

InterContinental Montelucia Resort
& Spa, Paradise Valley, Ariz.

Montage Beverly Hills,
Beverly Hills, Calif.

London West Hollywood,
Los Angeles, Calif.

SLS Hotel at Beverly Hiils,
Los Angeles, Calif.

Resort at Pelican Hill,
Newport Beach, Calif.

Ace Hotel & Swim Ciub,
Palm Springs, Calif.

Sé San Diego, San Diego, Calif.
Cavallo Point, Sausalito, Calif.
Bardessono, Yountville, Calif.

Westin Riverfront Resort & Spa,
Avon, Colo.

Capelia Telluride, Teliuride, Colo.
The Regent, Bal Harbour, Fla.
Viceroy, Miamy, Fla.

Fontainebleau, Miami Beach, Fla.
Mondrian South Beach, Miami Beach, Fla.
Mansion on Peachtree, Atlanta, Ga.
Avia, Savannah, Ga.

Royal Hawaiian Hotel, Honolulu, Hawail
The Blackstone, Chicago, Il

Dana Hotel and Spa, Chicago, lil.
Hidden Pond, Kennebunkport, Me.
Mandarin Oriental, Boston, Mass.
Hotel vy, Minneapolis, Minn.
Encore Wynn, Las Vegas, Nev.
Encantado, Santa Fe, N.M.
Greenwich Hotel, New York, N.Y.
Thompson LES, New York, N.Y.
The Nines, Portland, Ore.

Hotel Saint Cecilia, Austin, Tex.
Stoneleigh Hotel & Spa, Dallas, Tex.
Arctic Club Hotel, Seattle, Wash.
Four Seasons Hotel, Seattle, Wash.
Donovan House, Washington, D.C.
Iron Horse Hotel, Milwaukee, Wis.
ZAMBIA

Toka Leya Camp, Mosi-Oa-Tunya
National Park

ZIMBABWE

Singita Pamushana Lodge, Mallangwe
Wildlife Reserve

CONDL NAST I'RAVELER / cntraveler.com



contemporary. Indeed, the renovation’s greatest
triumph may be its restraint; while the rooms (and
particularly the bathrooms) may be small, they're
also boldly outfitted with Art Deco-inspired me-
tallic wallpapers and color-blocked curtains. When
to go: Year-round, but late spring and early sum-
mer bring big waves and sunny skies. Which room
to book: Be sure you’re in the historic wing, in a
Beachview room (808-923-7311; royal-hawaiian
.com; doubles, $370-$570). 9 8@ DS S O

The Blackstone, Chicago, lllinois

312-447-0955; marriott.com; doubles, $270—
$369. 90 @

Dana Hotel and Spa,
Chicago, Illinois
7 Hyper-stylish and bathed in natural light and
textures, most rooms in the 26-story high-rise
have floor-to-ceiling windows lasciviously ex-
posed (should you opt not to use the blackout
curtains) to neighboring offices and condos. The
vibe is simultaneously spare and plush, with in-
EE dustrial-cement ceilings, ribbed wallpa-
per, indecently comfortable beds, and
metallic velour textiles. All rooms have spa-in-
spired bathrooms and the latest gadgetry, includ-
ing fully stocked wine chillers. The spa, booked
solid on weekends, offers a greatest hits menu of
moderately priced massages, facials, and wraps.
The Dana has a choice location between North
Michigan Avenue and the River North dining and
gallery district, but reserve a table if you want to
go to its duplex steak and sushi restaurant,
Ajasteak, a new neighborhood hot spot. The
rooftop Vertigo Sky Lounge has a glassed-in bar
and an outdoor fire pit where the city’s remain-
ing smokers can light up with impunity. When to
go: Year-round. Which room to book: Nirvana
Suites, designed as pied-a-terres, have kitchens,
dining tables, balconies, and cocktail party—sized
spa showers with multiple jets (312-202-6000;
danahotelandspa.com; doubles, $245-$395).
Q0030

Hidden Pond,
Kennebunkport, Maine

207-967-9050; hiddenpondmaine.com; cot-
tages, $395-$695. 8GO D E B O

Mandarin Oriental,
Boston, Massachusetts

617-535-8880; mandarinoriental.com; dou-
bles, $475-$925. @ ® & O

Hotel Ivy, Minneapolis, Minnesota

(4 14 Minneapolis’s frigid winters are famous, so
it’s only fitting that this hotel takes icy minimalism
to a breathtaking extreme. The cavernous lobby
is an elegant study in sharp edges, marble, glass,
and winter-white fabrics, which lends it a mid-
century modern air. Remarkably, with a little help
gum-:n from the gracious staff, the overall effect

is warm and welcoming. The economy
of design extends to the 136 spare but comfort-
able rooms. The marble-clad bathrooms are
nearly as large as the bedrooms, and each has a
separate soaking tub with city views. Twenty-one
handsomely appointed suites are located in the

MAY 2009

adjacent vy Tower, a compact office building built
in 1930; this ziggurat-style edifice also houses a
top-notch spa, a gym, and a fwo-story restaurant.
It may all be a bit staid for trendy types, but for
grown-ups in search of comfort and style, this is
the address. When to go: Year-sound for the Twin
Cities” extensive arts and cultural offerings. Which
room to book: A Grand Deluxe, because stan-
dard rooms are small (612-746-4600; starwood
hotels.com; doubles, $144-$299). @ @ & @

Encore Wynn, Las Vegas, Nevada

702-770-7000; encorelasvegas.com; suites,
$250-$900.9 P £SO

Encantado, Santa Fe, New Mexico

'f’ Just north of town, in the rustic “suburb”
of Tesuque, this new resort from the team be-
hind Napa Valley’s Auberge du Soleil gives visi-
tors a taste of the wild—stars in the night sky, the
yelp of coyotes—while catering to every urban
need. That means a superb restaurant (Terra),
an outpost of one of Santa Fe’s most influential
galleries, and a spa that melds herbal rituals and
beauty treatments. More subtly, it means assured
service, radiant heating under the polished-con-
crete floors, and a bottle of the excellent local
Gruet sparkling wine. Set amid rolling hills, the
65 casitas are Southwestern minimalist: pine
ceiling beams, wood-burning fireplaces, a single
black-and-white Native American basket hung
above the soaking tub. The resort’s one aesthet-
ic weakness is the central parking lot, which is
visible from the sprawling pool and from most
rooms. When to go: In October, when the air is
crisp and cool. Which room to book: Suites 63,
64, and 65 have outdoor fireplaces and a prime
location at the top of a hill (877-262-4666;
encantadoresort.com; doubles, $500-$600).
P00SDO

Greenwich Hotel,
New York, New York

f” Like Robert De Niro's previous business
ventures in TriBeCa, his Greenwich Hotel is a
well-timed success. Behind the unassuming brick
facade is a mountain lodge meets ryokan ambi-
ence. The drawing room has a fireplace, plush
mismatched couches, a wood-beamed ceiling, and
knickknacks from all over the world. This rus-
tic theme is carried out in the 88 spacious guest
rooms—but don’t let the distressed look fool you.
All are luxuriously kitted out and have compli-
mentary mini-bars. The large underground pool
is the hotel’s piece de résistance: Set beneath a
250-year-old bamboo roof and reclaimed wood,
it’s a rare find in spatially limited Manhattan. The
only weak point here is the restaurant, Ago, with
its mediocre Italian food and spotty service. When
to go: Year-round. Which room to book: Room
502, a Greenwich Room, has French doors that
open onto & quiet courtyard (212-941-8900;
thegreenwichhotel.com; doubles, $475-$695).
T R=RHE=LCR A

Thompson LES,

New York, New York

UMDER 212-460-5300; thompsonles.com;
P doubles, $229-$289. @ @ S ©

HOT

HOTELS

The Nines, Portland, Oregon

877-229-9995; thenines.com; dou-
bles, $126-3385. @ @ ® O

UNDER

$250

Hotel Saint Cecilia, Austin, Texas

512-852-2400; hotelstcecilia.com; doubles,
$300-$540.90 £ 80O

Stoneleigh Hotel & Spa,
Dallas, Texas

UNDER 800-921-8498; stoneleighhotel.com;
258 doubles, $190-$3455.9 @ D B O

Arctic Club Hotel,
Seattle, Washington

800-600-7775; arcticclubhotel.com;
EPEL) doubles, $199-$305.9© @ O
Four Seasons Hotel,

Seattle, Washington

206-749-7000; fourseasons.com; doubles,
$365-3495. 8 Q@SSO

Donovan House, Washington, D.C.

202-737-1200; thompsonhotels.com; dou-
bles, $264-$320.9 Q@ P £ S O

Iron Horse Hotel,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

414-374-4766; theironhorsehotel
$250 .com; doubles, $149-$379. 9 @ @ O

ZAMBIA

Toka Leya Camp,

Mosi-Oa-Tunya National Park ©

Bookings via travel agent only; wilderness
-safaris.com; rates not available. @ @ € &

ZIMBABWE

Singita Pamushana Lodge,
Malilangwe Wildlife Reserve

M ihna landscape inhabited by black and white
rhinos, kudu, and predator cats, the thatched
main lodge and six villas overlook Malilangwe
Lake (a seventh viila, with five bedrooms and a
James Bondish disappearing window, was exclu-
sively used by the lodge’s owner until recently).
Each villa has a lofty ceiling, a huge shower tiled
by a local artist, and a plupge pool with a sweep-
ing view. Standstone fireplaces and walls painted
in chevrons are in harmony with fabrics that, with
the carved artwork, remind you that Zimbabwe-
an handicrafts and handiwork are among Africa’s
best. Those wary of the steep rates should note
that all of the profits go back into the community,
to a program that feeds 25,000 kids a day, and to
rehabilitating this former hunting ground. Until
Zimbabwe’s economy comes around, all the in-
gredients for your meals—tuna steak, vegetable
aspic, artichoke salad—arrive via charter plane
from South Africa. The coffee, though, is local
and good. When to go: March through June and
August through November. Which room to book:
Room 1 has the best view from the shower and
the plunge pool (27-21-683-3424; singita.com;
doubles, $1,600, al-inclusive). @ & @ 6 O
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