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Dear Matt Levin: We understand and appreciate that you are reimvent-
ing finediningin thiscity, as chefat Lacrob, no bess, with daring ingre-
dients and unorthodox cooking bechnigues, We see how you toy with
scienee; charcoal sauce on ababone, and a "raspberry progression® in
which the berry is presented frece-dried and stuffed with elderfiow-
er gel; as a lioquid ravioli mixed with red peeppeer; and fresh, sprinkled
with elive oll powder. Yot you don't force your concepts down anyone's
thraat, and you never lose focus on vour clientele—diners also have the
optionaf exquisitely prepared, aceessible dishes like sealbops with sun-
dried tomato jam. But most of all, you never forgel that what you're
serving should taste good, Your Spanish octogus—silky on the inside,
crispy and curmmelized on the outside —was Lthe best weve tasted of this
trendy ingredient. We kv bow vou never overdook the little stull, and
puit as much core intoayriting your memeascooking it exploining every
dizh, bust leaving jiest enough (o the |n|.:gi.|Lallurl. (T b bust ber mo ;qum:h
in said octopus dish was an ice cream!) We bove that you present your
creativedy concocted food ns strikingly os it deserves to be displaved,
ansl that your tasting menu has no rules; anyone or overyvone, three,
fowir ar flve eourses, But mostof all, we kvee that you take chanees. You
L don't always succeed, hut you'll never give up.




