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hen it comes
IO gramorous
localions, few
destinations
beatthe

Caiifornian city of Santa Monica
- hometo Alisters galore
including Cameron Diaz, Jake
Gyllenhaal, Ben Affleck and
his Mrs, Jennifer Garner.

. . Whetheryou'rewandering
around its stylish boutiques,
sipping cocktails by the pool at
the HotelShangri-La or eating
ice cream at the pier, you'll be
enhanced by its charming Art
Deco buildings and palmlined
white-sand beaches.

Combinethiswith glitzy
nightlife, delicious cuisine, all-
year-round glorious sunshine

and the chance to celeb-watch
24lZ and you'llbewishing you
could move here permanently!

WHATTODO
Overlooking miles of dazzling
Pacific Ocean coastline, and
just 13 miles from downtown
Los Angeles, Santa Monica is
oacked with attractions. Plus it
is surprisingly compact, at 8.3
square miles, so it'sthe perfect
place to get around by foot.

Start off with a lazy stroll
along Ocean Avenue, which
isfilled with joggers and Paris
Hilton lookalikes carrying
small dogs! Then wander
down to Muscle Beach where
California's beautifu I bodies
work out on its oristine sands.

Don't forget to check
outthe Santa Monica Pier,
which just celebrated its
centenary. One show
that's def initely worth
seeing here isthe
acrobatic and clowning
erttaltaganzaOirwe du
So/e,/ Kooza. lt ruhs until
20 December and is i-truly
unforgettable experience.

The pier is also hometo
Pacific Park- a great family
amusement Dark. lts Ferris
wheel is the perfect setting
lrom which to watch some
ofthe most beautiJul sunsets.

Santa Monica is also
a haven for shooaholics. so
make sure you start ofi at Third
Street Promenade, which has
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awide anay of stores including
US faves Banana Republic and
Abercrombie & Fitch. One shop
that's notto be missed isthe
Fred Segal department store
on Broadway - a favourite with
the likes of Li-Lo and Rihanna.

For more eclecticfinds,
visit [/ontana Avenue, where
celebrities can often be seen
hitting the boutiques and
hanging outfor long lunches.
Try Aphrodite, which has high-
end fashion and accessories
at high-street prices-

Another must is the city's
Palisades Park, a 26-acre
garden, which stretches for
1.6 miles along Ocean Avenue
above the beach, and has
appeared in many iconrc
movies, including Pulp Flctlon.

After all that sight-seeing,
relax with a rejuvenating Guinot
Hydradermie And Lift facialat
The Spa at Le Merigot, which
Jennifer Aniston loves. No visit
to Santa Monicawould be
comolete without atrip to
Hollywood and Beverly Hills
either. Take the Starline City
Sightseeing tour-a hop-on,
hoo-off service that stoos at
landmarks including Rodeo
Drive, the Chinese Theatre and
the Hollyvvood Wdk Of Fame.

EATING & DRINKING
Experience top-f loor dining
and have delicious seafood
atThe Penthouse, a toD-notch
rooftop restaurant situated
onthe 18th floor in the Huntley
hotel, which has 360-degree
panoramic views of the city.

For a celebrity experience,
visit Stefan's at LA Farm.
Launched in August by Stefan
Richter, thefinalist of US reality
show lop Chef. the restaurant

serves up amazing Californian
fare and has recently been
visited by SirAnthony Hopkins.

lf you're in the mood for
romance, try Oliverio restaurant
at the chicAvalon Hotel in
Beverly Hills - a favourite with
Teri Hatcher. Natalie Portman,
Brad Pitt and UmaThurman,
Situated around aswimming
pool, this is luxury alfresco
dining, where you can enjoy an
array of incredible ltalian food.

You'll also love eating at
The Dining Room atthe Hotel
Shangri-La, where the fresh,
innovative and unpretentious
cooking makes "you feel at
ease" -which is a politewayof
saying it doesn't bloat you!

WHERETOSTAY
For an unbeatable location
and stunning views of the
ocean, book into the luxurious
Hotel Shangri-La.

Recently restored following
an f18 million relurbishment,
this exclusive 1930s boutioue
hotel is an Art Deco landmark
with 71 rooms and suites, and
has become a celeb retreat for
stars including Anne Hathaway,
Kristin Davis and Avril Lavigne.

The chic rooms feature king-
size beds, iPod docks and
bathrooms with sunken tubs.
Plus, the owner is such an
Anglophile that she even makes
sure the restaurant serves uo
British teabags in case you?e
missing your fave cuppa!

The hotel also has atranquil
courtyard with a gorgeous
swimming pool and cabanas
where you can work on your
tan and sip a re{reshing glass
of Californian wine.

ln one word: bliss! I
Sarah Robertson
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